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We claim: 
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A computer-implemented method comprising: 
sending a request from a client to a server of a list of servers; 
determining at the serve/ whether the server is inappropriate to fulfill the request; 
upon determining thaythe server is inappropriate to fulfill the request, 

sending an ^or message from the server to the client that the server is 

off-line; and, 

upon redeiving the error message at the client, repeating sending the 
10 request to a next s^er of the list until the error message is not received. 



2. \ The method of claim 1, wherein sending a request from a client to a server 
comprises generating the request at a queue manager of the client. 



15 3. The n\ethod of claim 2, wherein sending a request from a client to a server further 
comprises recei\^ng the request from the queue manager at an application programming 
interface (API) of tne client. 




4. The method of claim 3, wherein sending a request from a client to a server further 
20 comprises receiving the request from the API at a component of the client that maintains 
the list of servers. 
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5. 



method of claim 4, wherein sending a request from a client to a server further 




comprisesV^ending the request using a remote procedure call of the client. 

6. A machine-reairfable medium having instructions stored thereon for execution by a 
processor of a cUerif to perform a method comprising: 

sending/a request to a server of a list of servers; 

recei/ing a response to the request from the server; and, 

up6n determining that the response comprises an error message that the server is 
off-line, ias used by the server when the server is inappropriate to fiilfill the request, 
repeating sending the request to a next server of the list until the error message is not 
recei/ved. 

The medium of claim 6, wherein sending a request to a server comprises 
geh^erating the request at a queue manager of the client. 

8. Tko medium of claim 7, wherein sending a request to a server fiirther comprises 
receiving thesrequest from the queue manager at an application programming interface 
(API) of the cliait. 

9. The medium oi^x:laim 8, wherein sending a request to a server fruther comprises 
receiving the request froni\the API at a component of the client that maintains the list of 
servers. 
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10. The^edium of claim 9, wherein sending a request to a server further comprises 
sending the request using a remote procedure call of the client. 



11. A computerized system compri sing : 

a pluraHty of server/ each server designed to send an error message that the 
server is off-Hne in response to receiving a request the server is unable to fulfill locally 
and received from a cl/ent of a predetermined type; and, 

a client of the predetermined type and designed to repeat sending a request to a 
different one of the plurality of servers until the error message is not received in response. 

12. The systemV)f claim 11, wherein each of the plurality of servers is further 
designed to delegateVo another of the plurality of servers a request the server is unable to 
fulfill locally and received from a client of a second predetermined type. 

13. The system of claim 12, further comprising a second client of the second 
predetermined type and designed to send a request to one of the plurality of servers. 



14. The system of claim li, wherein the client comprises: 



a query manager designed to gen 
a directory server component des 




a server able to fulfill the request. 



15. The system of claim 14, wherein the directory server component comprises: 

an application programming interface (API) designed to receive the request fi-om 



26 



the query manager; 

a compdinent d^gned to maintain a list of servers comprising at least some of the 
plurality of servei^; 

a remote prdceqp^ cjAl designed to send the request from the query manager to 
one of the list of servers. 



A client conjlputer comprising: 
a commun/cations device; and, 
a computer program designed to repeat sending a request to a different server of a 
list of servers/via the communications device until an error message that the server is off- 
line as usedr by the server when the server is inappropriate to fulfill the request is not 
receivec|/in response. 

17. The cbmpkteVof^^m 16, further comprising a processor and a computer- 
readable mediimi, sadn thai/ the computer program is executed by the processor from the 
medium. 




18. A machine-readable medium having instructions stored thereon for execution by a 
processor to transform a genera/ purpose computer to a special purpose computer 
comprising: 

a communications do^^ice; and, 

means for repeating sending a request to a different server of a list of servers via 
the communications device until an error message that the server is off-line as used by 
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the server when the server is inappropriate to fulfill the request is not received in 



response. 



19. \ A machnje-readable medium having instructions stored thereon for execution by a 
processqr of a server to perform a method comprising: 
recfeiving a request from a client; 

detemiining whether the server is inappropriate to fulfill the request; 

detenmning whether the client is of a predetermined type; 

upon determining that the server is inappropriate to fulfill the request and that the 
client is of the predetermined type, sending an error message to the client that the server 
is off-line. 



20. The medium of claim 19, the method further comprising: 
determining whether the cHent is of a second predetermined type; 

upon determining that the server is inappropriate to fulfill the request and that the 
client is of the second predeteWiined type, delegating the request to another server. 

21 . The medium of claim 19, the method further comprising upon determining that 
the server is appropriate to fulfill tha request, fulfilling the request. 

22. A server computfer comprising: 
a communicatipns device; and, 

a computer nrogram designed to send via the communications device an error 
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message that tfie server computer is off-line in response to a request from a client of a 
predeterminqti type when the server computer is inappropriate to fulfill the request. 

23. The jbomputer of claim 22, wherein the computer program is further designed to 
delegate the request to another server computer via the communications device in 
response to a request from a client of a second predetermined type when the server 
computer is inappropriate to fulfill the request. 



24. The computer of claim 22, wh^in the computer program is fiirther designed to 
fillfill the request when the server cqpiptrfens'"afmi^ to fulfill the request. 



T 



25. The computer of claii n 22; furmer con?(prising a processor and a computer- 
readable medium, s^uch that t^ computer^rogram is executed by the processor from the 
medium. 



6. A machine-readable medium having instructions stored thereon for execution by a 
rocessor to transform a general pi/rpose computer to a special purpose computer 
comprising: 

a communications devicef; and, 
means for sending via tne communications device an error message that the 
computer is off-line in response to a request from a client of a predetermined type when 
the computer is inappropriate to fulfill the request. 
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Trae medium of claim 26, wherein the means is further for delegating the request 
to another computer via the communications device in response to a request from a client 
of a second predetermined type when the computer is inappropriate to fulfill the request. 



28. The medium of claim 26, wherein the means is further for fulfilling the request 
when the computer i\ appropriate to fulfill the request. 
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